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OFF THE EDITOR’S CHEST 


A LOT of publicity is being given to the do-it 
yoursell movement Ihe trend has become so 
pronounced that one magazine relers to the 1950's 
as America’s Do-It-Yourself Decade and points out 
that the movement appeals not only to homeowners 
but to apartment dwellers as well According to 
William S. Orkin, who staves how-to-do-it shows 
surveys made otf visitors attending such exhibitions 
indicate that some 20 million families do their own 
decorating and repairing, 18 million do gardening, and 
200,000 have built their own homes. He turther est 
mates that 60 percent of all wallpaper, 42 percent otf all 
ph wood, and 50 jy» reent of all floor tile is sold to people 
who “do it themselves So many new industries have 
expanded production ino the field) that) do-it-yourselt 
shows featuring a variety of products including home 
power tools, fix-it plumbing kits, floor and wall tiling 
kits and plans for shelves, boats, and turniture, and 
prepackaged plywood and lumber tor various projects 
have been successtully staged in a number of large 
cities across the count Wi \mericans are said to 
be born tinkerers who enjoy taking things apart and 
prurttinny them tovether 

bor sound practical reasons OF CCODOTIC TeCeEssit' 
a pres many homeowners have done-it-themselves 
for vears Phe high cost of skilled labor has made it 
essential for many homeowners to attend to their own 
home improvements and repairs, or do without \i 
cording to one estimate, a man earning S6000 a vear 
must make $302 to pay a $200 labor bill for hon 


repairs; that S302 is a ross mcome teure belore 


taxes and social security Home painting, papering 
laving linoleum or other floor coverings have long been 
customary chores done by, the howe handyman 
Refinishing old pieces Ob lurniture has been a favorite 
hobby of low-income collectors of antiques male and 
lemale, lor many vears 

It is interesting to note that the handicraft-minded 
admirer o antiques can now secure reproductions 
which are to be assembled and finished at home ‘as 
easily as putting together children’s blocks,”’ according 
to the advertising circular Fables, and chairs, and 
even a bed, claiming to be exact replicas of museum 
pieces, ar available lor horn assembly trom Haver 
ol ¢ ohasse & Vlassachuse tts (CR has not checked on 


the correctness ot these claims 


Continued on page 
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Consumers’ Research functions to provide unbiased 
information on goods no ught by ultimate consumers 
For their benefit (not for business or industry) and 
$ olely with the fund they provide, CR carries on tests 
and research on a wide variety of goods, materials 
and appliances, and publishes the findings in CR 
Bulletin Consumers’ Research is a n n-profit in 
stitution, and is organized and « perates as a scientilic 
technical, and educational organization 

Scientific and Technical Sta and Editor FJ 
Schlink, R. Joyce, D. C. Aten, M. C. Phillips, Erma 
A. Hinek, F. X. Hinek, and A. R. Greenleaf. Edi 
torial Assistants Mary f Roberts and B. Beam 
Business Manager: C. D. Cornish 
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COFFEE HAS COME 
it economically 

grocery stores, to groun 
an article in The New York Times 
vidual tastes from one part of 
of chicory to nine parts 
coffee has its own distincti 
example, to straight coffee 
lar coffee, but the amount of saving depends 
prefer a stronger brew than one prepared in I 
2 ounces of soluble powder suggested by one pac! 
tightly covered containers in the refrigerator! 
ly, but the Pan-American Coffee Bureau recommen 
coffee be used within a week The grind should 
maker; too coarse a grind for the pot gives we 
undue amount to secure the desired strength 
complete the extraction, and the more economi 


? 


* > > 


PAINTBRUSHES MADE WITH NYLON BRISTLES have found 
The hog bristles formerly imported from 
but according to The Wall Street Journa 
have shifted to nylon which matches the 
costs far less 


> * 


COVERS FOR AIR CONDITIONERS are appearing in increasing 


numt 


er: na 


variety of brands and materials One trade paper reports that store buyers 


are somewhat puzzled to know how to make a selection to provide t 


tomers with good value merchandise rices range from $3.95 
$8.45, and materials include water-repellent duck, rubberize 
canvas, and plastic Consumers who experiment with covers to 
room coolers should check carefully to be sure the cover 
ticular devices, and whether or not the covers can be put 
the room They should also obtain some guarantee that the 
tic is capable of withstanding sunlight and winter temper: 
climates 
al >. > 

MACARONI AND RELATED PRODUCTS are customarily made 
wheat called durum The best macaroni is made from a strai 
durum semolina, which imparts a chewy quality to the cooked 
contrast to a mushy quality in 
nately, an infestation of a rust spore called 15-B has damage: 
durum wheat in Minnesota and South Dakota for several ye ; 


(ret 


macaroni made from ordinary wheat 
i th 


ind 


be a more severe shortage this coming year, according t¢ > Wall 


Journal For the past year, manufacturers have used a 
and spring wheat, and there is a possibility that there 
reduction of the amount of durum in macaroni products this 


al * * 


blen 


J 


heir cus- 
ail) to 


Unfortu- 
e crop of 
there will 
Street 
d of durum 
further 


veal 
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THE METAL CONTAINER using an aerosol spray dispenser is becoming popu- 


lar for insecticides, deodorants, shaving creams, and a numbe 
items The glass aerosol dispenser has made its appearance 
field and for certain pharmaceuticals, according to the Drug 
Industry It should be noted, however, that there is s 
bottles because the pressure increases the risl ji 

of flying glass in the event of breakage 
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THOROUGH WASHING OF CHINA, glass, and stainless steel ware removes 
bacteria up to 99 percent when the products are new. Studies by Walter 
Snyder of the University of Michigan, Director of the National Sanitation 
Foundation, indicated further that aluminum and plastic surfaces showed 
only a 56 percent to 84 percent removal of bacteria in similar washing 
tests Some materials which became worn and roughened in use provided 
crevices to which bacteria clung and it was not possible to remove them so 
effectively Surfaces of worn stainless steel, however, cleaned as well as 
new, possibly because they were not porous 

> sd * 

THE NEW DYNEL-—RAYON—WOOL JERSEY KNIT DRESSES require special han- 
dling in cleaning It is important to save the hang tags or labels in the 
garment and follow instructions carefully if they are done at home. Be 
sure 
you take it to a professional dry cleaner He will then 


that special attention is required 


to tell your dry cleaner about the type of fabric in such a garment if 
be put on notice 


URANIUM MINES are currently f gold at the end of the rainbow 
for speculative-minded purchasers of mining stock One of CR’s consultants 
who has been doing some mineralogical field 
ind exploration on the Colorado Plateau are going on at an unpreceden 

Literally thousands of claims have been staked without the lea 
ore, chiefly for the purpose of selling them 2 
ssment work" (excavation work required to 
itle) is due He notes that many mining com; 
Olely for the purpos promoting speculation 
buyers’ money and suggests that anyone who want 
stock will do well to visit the section first and see 
Favorable publicity given to discoverie: f successful 
nines has given the fever to swarms of prospectors and 
persons to buy stock in an; raniun mble that is offered 
tising or salesmen 


work reports that prospecting 


ted 


-+ 


TRAVELERS WHO STAY IN MOTELS these chilly nights should bear in mi! 
the dangers from gas appliances In small quarters with little ventil 
or where windows are left closed, gas ; ances running at night, includ 
ing refrigerators, involve danger of carbon monoxide poisoning to those in 


the room 
> * * 

BICYCLE MANUFACTURERS are endeavoring to have the tariff increased on 
foreign bikes, which come in chiefly from England, Western Germany, and 
France Mostly, the imported bikes are of the lightweight type, and the 
British bike sells for $7 to $15 less than American-made bicycles, accord- 
ing to The New York Times The price differential is considered to be the 
chief factor in jumping the number of imported bikes from 67,000 in 1950 to 
595,000 in 1953 The bicycle trade association claims that in many cases 
foreign manufacturers deliver a finished bicycle at retail for what it 
costs the American manufacturer to make it 


THE HIGH COST OF MEDICAL CARE today is partly due to an endless vari- 
ety of apparatus that is expected to be available for diagnosis and treat- 
ment An editorial in the Journal of the American Medical Association 
points out that in some cases a particular piece of apparatus has only rare 
use and may require special housing, such as an air-conditioned room, and a 
specially trained person to handle it When a particular piece of appa- 
ratus is not used with some regularity it taxes the space and facilities 
a crowded institution, and there may not be sufficient personnel to keep it 
in dependable operating order Sometimes pieces of apparatus are donated 
by well-meaning service clubs who have been sold on the idea by an en- 
thusiastic promoter, and the equipment has little or no value as diagnostic 
equipment in a particular hospital The Journal notes that unless the 


The continuation of this section ts on page 33 
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Vinyl 


Floor 


‘ st re 
Coverings 


& O-" \DAYS when Mrs Hlousewile 
N the store to bu floor cove»rimeg 
kitchen or bathroom, she will find such 
variety of products that it will be hard for 
to keep clear in her mind the distinetior 
tween the various kinds the salesman offes 
[here was a time when tf she did not | 
enameled felt-base floor covering (an inexpet 
sive imitation of linoleum) she would select o ' 
of the numerous patterns of linoleum availabl li onal has This kind 
Nowadays there are a number of other kind ordinari 

smooth-surtace floor covering widely sold tor cemented into 

use tf homes, including asphalt tile cork ind I hie ' coon 
rubber The newest of these are the vinyl prod petitive in heet 


ucts, of the plastic floor cOoOVCTINGS, as the ire lamimated ! r-| hy mmpregnated 


sometimes called backing | | oreduct 1 old on 


Hiow do the vinvis differ trom the rolls or in mich tal or um-Nairn 


smooth-surface floor coverings lt vou propular 


salesman, he will very likely tell vou that 


will wear better than the others Hle may blexible Lyhver 


tell you that the have yood resistance i i Sore have 

line cleaners, grease, and oil, and perhaps, that viven trouble 
they do not need to be waxed It he is correct hesion I his 
informed-—and willing to tell the homemaker offices or public 
he will also sav that waxing will Improve since the color 
appearance Some vinyl products have a ¢ : suring unilors 


surface when new; others have a dull sur higher i 
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ol this t 

I he fourth 
a combinatior ( 
with pigments and fillers, as 
Because the materials cost less 


pensive as the straight vir 


fairly high in price, and costs about 


rubber tile 
Because of their high price, the 


products, flexible vinyl and viny] 


would likely be used only in homes 


is no object, or where the floor 


jon ted to execs ptionall hard wear 

The vinyl products are not onl 
constantly changing Manulact 
changing their lines of vinyl prod 


ucts sold one month are withdr: 


which confuses not only consumers but 


at es 


t 
last 


asin stores 


would 


new 


urcrts 


icts inh 


iwn the 


“ hye 


ly 


but 


Tt still 
| prod 


next 


re tatlers 

















w 
* 
da 
> 

. 
oa 

Oo 
2 

oO 

U 

















al 





very GOOD GoO0oD FAIR POOR 


RESIDUAL INDENTATION 
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Figure 1 Graph Showing Results of Indentation 


The comfort value (initial indentation) is an ind 


the ability of a floor covering to yield (and 
underfoot 


Tes! 


ation of 


lo be comfortable 


The residual indentation is an indication of its ability to 


resist indenting by a concentrated load 


his chart was prepared according to a scheme devised by 


the Bureau of Standards in a study which included floorings 


of cement composition, wood, asphalt, linoleum 


cork. and 


rubber The Y's indicate the results of the test made of 


linoleums (see page 7, November 1953 Bulle 


“tin 


Identification of samples: a irmstrong Corlon 
bh Armstrong Corlon, green; ¢ irmstrong Custom Corlon 


while tile; d--Armstrong Custom Corlon 
Imlico, while tile; f —~Amtico, green til 


while 


green tile e 


¢; @ khoroseal 


while tile; h —horoseal, green tile; «—-henfler, white tile 


j -henfler, green tile; k Nairn, while 


m Nairn Vinyltile, while; n— Nairn Vinvltile 


(oodyear Vinyllile, white; p Goodyear 


!- Natrr 


binvitile 


1 


qreen., 


qreen 0“ 


green 


q Sears Harmony House, white, cr Sears Harmony House 


green s Sears Harmony House, white 
Harmony House, qreen lile 


file 


' 


Sears 


floor covering accord 
he Bakelite Exhibit at 
market in large quantity, 
World War II The tile 
| noted for its clean, 
im colors however, 
sunlight, and the lack of 
in the tiles themselves was 
esponsible for many unsatislactor’ stallations 
Nine-inch tiles shrank as much as '% inch in 
each direction leaving yaps to collect dirt and 
render the floor unsightly further, the soft 
finish of the earl product mad its surlaces 


ollect dirt and show scratches 


loday the situation is much better, but « 
so, the trade cautions retailers to know then 
vinyls, and consumers would do well to be « 
tious, too, in buving The research director ol 
one of the leading producers of vinyl floor cover- 
ings noted in a published interview last year 
that vinyl products being sold at the time 
ranged all the way from 1 percent to 32 percent 
vinyl, and that the thickness of the wearing sur 
laces varied widely He pointed out that the 
properties ol the floorings in use would be greath 
atlected by these differences 

Certainly there is a difference in the appeal 
ance and feel of different vinyl floor coverings 
Some are glossy when new, others are not. Some 
are flexible, so flexible that a tile can be bent 
double, others are semi-rigid. The 20 products 
(CR tested ranged in thickness trom 0.06 to 0.125 
inch 10 of the 20 samples had backu ol 
asphalted felt, 10 did not 

Consumers’ Research checked the samples 
which included vinyl floor coverings made both 
in rolls and as tiles, for various properties which 
were judged to be of greatest importance in the 
selection of any smooth-surtace floor covering 
lests included those tor resistance to abrasion 
resistance to staining by common household 
liquids, pliability, and indentation charactet 
istics See Figure 1 The results of thes 
tests were compared with the results of the same 
tests made of linoleums which were reported in 
the November 1953 CoNsUMERS' RESEARCH 
BULLETIN The tloor coverings were checked 
also for dimensional stability ind the tiles tor 
wcuracy of size and squareness 

One of the vreatest differences between 
vinvis and linoleums was in resistance to dam 
by household cleaners and chemicals. Contr 
to what sales literature would lead vou to believe 
the vinvls were clearly not superior to linoleum 
in this respect Some 15 common household 
chemicals were used in this test, including clean 


ers used as liquids or powders in solution, coo 
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Table I—Smooth-Surface Floor Coverings, Installation Information 


Suitable for installation on or below 
Type grade level’ Radiant floor installation 


Asptalt 


Enamel 
Surface 


Linoleum t least 18 i 


entilated 


Rubber 


ing oils and acids, ink, and urea \mmor merthiolate, damaged 
which damaved all the linoleum samples use some change 


not leave a noticeable mark on anv of the 


ugh not all, of the 
products \ hypochlorite bleach, Cloroa 
damaged all linoleum samples, stained the vinyl 
vinvis but four, Amtico vreen. Korosea 


Nairn Vim 


white 


products mipared | ) i hnoleum 


and Goodyear Vin ‘ In resid floor covet 


| 
—s were Mnmieunis 


como i \A\ i inl ite - ilts 
red directly with 


} 


linoleums for 
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CR’s tests do not indicate that the viny] 
floor coverings have any great advantages 
over the linoleums, and in some respects, 
indeed, they are at a disadvantage when 
compared with the older, time-tested and 
lower-priced product. Lack of dimensional 
stability, for example, could be a serious 





problem. It should be noted, however, that 
manufacturers recommend the installation 
of some vinyl products on the floors of base- 
mentless houses which have concrete floors 
laid directly on the ground as is rather com 
mon in present-day construction, and in 
basements, where linoleum generally is not 
recommended In such locations, some 
vinyl products have certain advantages over 
asphalt tile, which is the other type of 
smooth-surface floor covering that the trade 
agrees can be satisfactory when used in 
places where there may be dampness be 
neath the floor covering 


the convenience of our readers and are reported 
in the listings. Light-colored vinyl! floor covet 
ings, like light-colored linoleums, show less effect 
of abrasion than dark-colored ones. The results 
of the indentation tests are compared directly 
with the same tests of linoleums in the graph 
Figure 1 

Because of the complaints about the shrinkage 
of vinyl floorings, the test for dimensional stabil 
ity was judged of some importance. CR’s test 
was a short-time test necessarily, and was thus 
not and could not be conclusive as to dimensional 
changes. Only two of the vinyl products, the 
white and green Armstrong Custom Corlon, passed 
the test 


when exposed to heat, in accordance with CR’'s 


All other samples shrank excessivel) 


tolerances based on the federal specification 


requirements It would appear that manu 
facturers still have work to do along these lines 
to overcome this disadvantage 

Not all the tiles conformed, within allowabk 
limits, to their nominal size (9 x 9 inches a 
lew were not as near to true squares as they 
should have been ive tiles of each tile sample 
were selected at random and measured On 
some brands, all five of the five sample tiles 
were inaccurate in size Vhis fault is probably 
ol greatest importance to the consumer who is 
planning to lay the plastic tiles himself. The 
consumer taced with irregular tiles, and the re 
sulting irregular pattern on his floor, would cer 


tainly be dissatistied 


A. Recommended 
VINYL IN ROLLS 


Harmony House _ (Sears-Roebuck's Cat. No. 37 


1556 $2.49 per sq. yd Light green background 
with cream marbleized pattern 

Performance in test! Comfort value (yielding to the 
toot fair 


fair resistance to 


resistance to permanent indentation 

abrasion, good resistance to 
damage by household cleaning pr ducts and chemi 
cals, good 1 

Harmony House f ( uck’s Cat. No. 37 

1556 $2.49 per sq ‘ lite background with 

marbleized pattern 

Performance in test! Comfort value, poor 

to permanent indentation, fair; resistance 
bon v nnd resistance to damage by 

chemicals and cleaning products, good 

Nairn VinylFlor, No. 2008 (Congoleum-Nairn 
Kearn N.] 


m irlole ized 


$2.65 per s] ( apricort 
invl inlaid with 
Performance in test: (Comfort 
permanent indentation, fair 
fair resistance t damag 


ind ( he mite il vir al 


VINYL TILES 

Amtico Permalife, No. VL-17 
Rubber Co., Inc., Trenton 2, N.] 
tile ($5.44 per | d (,reen marbl 
Embossed backing 
Performance in test! Comfort value, poor 

resistance to 

household 


mutorm 


to permanent indentation, good 
resistance to damage by 
cleaners and chemicals, fair liles were 


itt size ind ~] are 2 
Amtico Permalife, No. VL-18 American Biltrite 


sion, good 


Rubber Co Ir $4c per tile ($5.44 per 
White and green marbleized flexible ul 
backing 

Performance in test! Comfort value, fair; resistance 
resistance to abra 


to permanent indentation, good 


ston, fair household clean 


resistance to damage by 
ers and chemicals, good Tiles were uniform in siz 
ind square 2 

B. F. Goodrich Koroseal, No. 913 (B. 1 
Co., Flooring Dis 33c per tile ($5.28 per sq. yd 
White green” marbleized semi-rigid til No back 
ing; color throughout thickness 


Performance in test: Comfort value, very poor; resis 
resistance to 


(,o0o0driclt 


tance to permanent indentation, good 


abrasion, fair; resistance to damage by household 


cleaners and chemicals, good. Tiles were uniform in 
size and square 

Goodyear, No. 4616B 
Co., Inc.. Flooring Dept 
per tile ($4.05 per sq vd 


(,00d ve il lire WN Rubber 


Akron 16, Ohio 


Dark green marble ized 


tile with black embossed backing 


Performance in test; Comfort value, poor 
resistance to abrasion 


resistance 


to residual indentation, good 
good resistance to damage by household cleaners 
ind chemicals, good, best of the vinyl 


tested in that respect Tiles were som 
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than designated 9 x 9 in. size, but were uniform KenFlex, No. 506 (\Kentile, Inc., Brooklyn 15, N.Y 


size and square W7e per tle ($2.72 per sq. \ Shannon green 


Armstrong Custom Corlon, No. 460 An ong marbleized semi-rigid 1 o backing 


Cork Co 48c pe r tile $7.68 per sq vd if throughout thickne 
white marbleized til No backing; color thi Performance in test: ( 
out thickness tance to permanent 
Performance in test! Comfort value, very poor; resi tance to ; ion 
tance to permanent indentation, good: resista to household cleaners 
ibrasion, tar resistance to damage by he ! uniform | ize and 
cleaners and chemicals, good Tiles w ’ f KenFlex, No. 509 


in size and square < per sq vd 


irmstrong Custom Corlon, No. 464 nst q tile No backing 
Lancast 8c per ti 7.68 per Performence in test 
irbleized tile 
ing; color ug icknes 
Performance in test 
tance to permanet 
iorasiot fai 
cleaners and mical ‘ i] ver i form im © am , 
Nairn Vinyltile, No. PTOI «| 
17e per tile ($2.72 per 
} 


marbleized tlexible tile 


B. Intermediate Performance in test: ( 


VINYL IN ROLLS 
irmstrong Corlon, No. 6000 
$2.85 per ‘ d (,reet 

ith gree hack 
Performance in test rt ment specification lit 
permanent indenta Sista ul Nairn Vinyltile, No. PTI5 
1 [Mor res! I | 
ers and chemicals, good 
Armstrong Corlon, No. 6004 Ritiemenen tn tort 
Lancaster, Pa $2.85 per sq. vd. Cream ' to residual indentat 
ized pattern. Vinyl inlaid with green backing good: re 
Performance in test om val poor: re 
> Permanent mde 1 fai re tance 
ston powcr . iM » damage by he 
chemicals and cleaners, good 
Nairn VinylFlor, No. 2017) (Congoleum-Nair 
$2.50 per sy. vd pra ed green marbleized 
inlaid with black backing 
Performance in test! Comfort value, poor: resi 
to permanent indentation, fair resistance to 
sion, fair; resistance to damage by household ¢ 


ers and chemicals, fairs 


Harmony House  (Sears-Roebuck's C; o. 37 ; — , e100 
2099 7 tile $2.72 per sq vd 
marbleized pattern 
Performance in test: Comfort value, poor 
to permanent indentation, fair resistance to a 
sion, fair; resistance to damage by household clea 
ers and chemicals, good Liles were not square 
Harmony House Sears-Roebuck at. Ne 
2099) 7c per tile ($2.72 per sq. \ White 
ground with gray and black marbleized patter 
Performance in test! Comfort value, poor: resi 


to permanent indentati i, tan resistance to 
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Approx. prices 
VINYL TILES square yard" 


‘ 


Table Il—Comparative Floor Covering Prices’ 





B. F. Goodrich Koroseal, No. 983 (B. | oodricl Ire Floori ' loc per 


(o., Flooring Di Watertown 72, Ma , per sq. yd rit pt 1 marbleized tule 
“ oq. vd (,reen marbleized se embossed backing 


1} 


per tile ($4.86 | 


rigid tile. No backin olor throughout thickne Performance in test: ( 
Performance in test: ( « alu On resi permanent indentatior 
tance to permanent 

ibra hoon fair I 

cleaner ind chet | lal | larger r ¢ nated 9» 
inh size and jllare 1 7 nd (uare 


Goodyear, No. 5637B 


Quick Strip Wire Stripper 


lf ONE TIME or another most hom 
A owners have had to strip insulation trom 
wires about the hous« even if this work has 
been limited to lamp cord or similar t' pes ol 
extension cords, it will be found that a penknile 
or cutting pliers is not the most suitable tool 
for the job. [tis important that the wire should 
bn stripped cleanly without cutting away an 
strand which would reduce the current-carrying 
capacit' Where solid wire is concerned, it is 
important that the tool which is used must not 
nick the metal, for even a slight nick may cause 
breakage of the wire at that port later on 
\ little tool for this work, tested by CR, was 
the Quick Strip manulactured by Jaco Products 
Cleveland his tool was tried on wires ranging 
trom No. 10 to No. 28, stranded, and. solid 
cotton and plastic insulations, and was found 
to perform its intended job very well on wires 
down to No. 20 in size 
Phe Quick Strip quickly and easily cleaned 


] 
' i = ~ | ? qry i 
insulation from the samples and did not nick the smallest guide and cutter without remova 


solid wires or cut any strands of stranded wires ot of the insulation Phis is not a serious dis 


flexible cords. There are three slotted cutting advantage, as removing insulation from = such 


edges and one shallow-curved sharp edge with small wires would be unusual in the home, and 
r i r ary ve \ 


no guide slot This latter was presumably tor the range of wires which the tool does cover ts 


wire larger than No. 12 Since there was no deemed ample for almost any householder 
guide for this curved cutter, and since the pos needs 


sibility exists of nicking the conductor or even 


A. Recommended 


that in veneral the use of the tool be limited to Ouic k Strip Wire Stripper lac Prod 
wires not larger than No. 12 The use of the iclid Ave.. Cleveland 3) 49c at radio sup} 


cutting one’s fingers or hand, it is recommended 


tool was similarly limited on very small wires, tool is simple and effecti r wires 


lor wires smaller than No. 20 passed through 
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Ladies Wrist Watches 


RIST WATCHES for women gen 
have considerably smaller mover 
than the wrist watches used by men, and, t! 
fore, will as a rule not be as accurate and 
durable as the larger watches worn by men 
small wat hes will need to be ‘ leaned oil dl 
adjusted more often, and are likely to be 
carded sooner because of the wearing 
parts, and the difficulty of maintaining accur 
ad} istments in a tiny movement It must " 
conceded that women probably do not expect 
as good timekeeping in a watch as do men, and trade 
undoubtedly women give more weight to attra 
tive appearance; nevertheless there would usual 
ly be no reason why a woman, in buving a watch, 
should not choose from among brands which are 
known to have given good performance in t 
\ difficulty more pronounced with women's 
watches than with men's is that some, though 
keeping good time when fully or partially wound, 
show marked loss of time toward the end o 
24-hour period after winding. This is one of t! 
difficulties that goes with small movement 
this fault, when pronounced, is noted in the li 
ings that follow. Men's wrist watches will ordi out 


narily need to be cleaned once every year or BULLI 


fj 


every two vears, but the smaller watches worn é 

by women may need cleaning more often than don 

once a year—another reason why one should, ment of 

when possible, avoid buying a watch of excep 

tionally small size. Small watches have the 

further disadvantage of being more susceptible 

to getting out of order or keeping inaccurats 

time when used in hot climates, or near the sea 

shore, or where there are long periods ol high \nothe the tour { vularly and stopped 

humidity, or when the watch is carried in a shortly after winding will probably be wise 

woman's handbag. A woman who doesn't mind not to buy ; ng watch in one of the 

wearing a watch of somewhat larger than aver lower price one of unknown 

age size may find her needs better cared for if or little-known make Self-winding watches are 

she will buy a rather large watch, one approach likely to ¢ somewhat more trouble to their 

ing the size of the smallest men’s watches. Most owners than other watches, and the jeweler may 

women will not have use for a movement with a charge one or two dollars more for his work in 

sweep second hand, and there are disadvantages repairing o1 

in these, particularly in small watches, in that It is best, i ving ; watch, to select from 

they make more difficult the reading of the tim the stock of | n oO s own town, or at 

under unfavorable conditions of light least in a town ‘ t far distant from home, 
A few self-winding movements are offered in for it may o sary to have the watch 

ladies’ watches The two highest priced ($92.50 regulated ‘ still new. or 

and $100) of the four watches of this kind tested replaced i : il or incapable 


by (¢ R performed well but not exceptionally wel ot being ; urs timed iy good dealer 
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will be willing to accept responsibility for seeing 
that a new watch is in proper running order and 
keeping good time betore the sale be« omes final 

Since 
liver a new watch in good running condition, he 


a responsible dealer will expect to de 


will often need to clean, oil, and regulate it, espe 
cially if it has been in stock for a considerable 
period. This may be particularly important for 
a very small watch 

A fact not well known to those who buy wrist 
watches is that a widely advertised name costs 
the consumer money In fact, a watch which 
comes with a name that carries prestige may 
easily cost a hundred dollars more than other 
(R's 


tests show that most consumers who do not 


watches of the same timekeeping quality 


insist upon top style and exclusiveness in the 


design of a watch they buy will be as well served 
by a watch in the $20 to $50 bracket as they 
would be by one selling at a much higher price 

The present test of 77 watches, representing 
the most widely advertised and sold brands in 
the lower and middle price range, showed, as 
did the test of men's watches, that one can get 
very good timekeeping performance in a watch 
at a low or moderate price. Indeed, a number 
of watches in the $20 to $35 price bracket gave 
better performance than many selling in the 
price range of $50 to $100 Eight of the 11 
watches that gave the poorest timekeeping pet 
formance in the present test were in the $50 to 
$100 price class; halt of those found best in 
timekeeping performance were priced under $35 
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[he tests were made on an electronic timing 
device known as the Watchmaster Watch Rate 
Recorder, an instrument widely used by watch 
factories and by watchmakers in the better 
iewelers’ stores for checking the accuracy of 
timekeeping of watches where they are manu 
factured, adjusted, or sold, or are undergoing 
repair or adjustment for a customer The 
Watch Master will indicate such defects as wheels 
that do not run quite true, a defective gear 
tooth, a balance that does not have a large 
a hairspring which has 
Sample 


enough angle of swing, 
been bent or incorrectly adjusted 
charts from the Watch Master are reproduced to 
show the nature of the records which it makes 
of watches giving good and poor performance 
The purchaser of a watch of any make must 
allow for the fact that not each and every move 
ment of a given maker can be relied upon to the 
same extent, for there are unavoidable variations 
in manufacture and inspection which may make 
two presumably identical movements give very 
different timekeeping performance. The ratings 
herein, however, will assist the consumer in 
choosing a make of watch more likely to give 
good performance than one she might otherwise 
select 
a thousand-and-one brand names 
and only rela 


There are 
or more accurately, around 3600 


tively few of these represent actual different 


makes of watches. It is best by all means to 
confine one's purchases to one of the well-known 


and respected brand names, and not to buy a 


Watch Rate Recorder used 
in testing wrist watches ir 
row pouts to watchholder 
shown holding watch in dial 
up position. To the left of the 
walchholder can be seen the 
timing line drawn by the re 
corder for this watch on cali 
brated chart paper 
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watch of an unknown or little-known brand 
uame, particularly trom a department. store 
such stores often feature bargain sales of watches 
of unidentified makes \ reputable jewelry 
store is the best place to buy a watch, tor such a 
dealer is more likely to give considerate atten 
tion to a customer's complaint, and less likely 
to treat the problem as one not warranting ac 
tion or adjustment It is reasonable to ask a 
one-Vvear guarantee on any watch purchased, 
and especially be sure that the year runs from 
the date of sale to the customer (not the date ol 
delivery of the watch to the jeweler from the 
manulacturet 

Anyone buving a new watch should obtain 
from the jeweler a sales slip, dated, bearing the 
store's full name and address, and a clearly and 
legibly written, and clearly worded statement ol 
the make, number of the movement, number ol 
jewels, number of adjustments, metal or alloy 
of the case in specific terms —-e.g., 14k gold, 10 
karat rolled gold plate, or 10 karat gold-filled 
(SB marked on a watch case refers to “stainless 
back."") On the bracelet, the wording may be 
“1/20 12 kt. gold filled’ — which is a fairly poor 
grade of gold-finished alloy 

There has been a tendency in recent years tor 
manufacturers to increase the number of jewels 
in watches The jewels themselves are very 
cheap-—-2 to 5 cents each —but use of a consice 
able number of them makes it possible to obtain 
much higher prices for a watch than is accounted 
for by the value of the extra material and work 
involved. It is not highly important that a 
watch should have 19 or 21 jewels, tor 15 or 17 
is a sufficient number for most watches of normal 
design. There is a tendency at the present time 
to use 17 jewels for a great majority of “good” 
watches, and this number is not commonly ex- 
ceeded in women's watches. Two of the makes 
ot watches in the test had movements with 7 
jewels, and it would be expected that their life 
might be somewhat shorter than watches with 
17 jewels. This is, however, not normally a 
factor of any great importance in women’s 
watches, which are rarely worn for a decade or 
a generation or two, as watches of larger siz 
were in an earlier period. It will perhaps be 
surprising to many that the 7-jewel watches 
in this test performed better on the whole than 
watches with a greater number of jewels 

A final word 
better to let it go without cleaning than to en 


If vou have a good watch, it is 


trust it to a repairman of dubious capabilities 
Much harm is done to good watches by poor 
workmen, and in a very practical sense, the 
damage so done is irreparable, since mut h care 
ful work is required to correct mistreatment or 





The charts shown above give the records for Uuree ladies 
wrisl watches of different makes, in three different positions 


The positions as marked are: dial ap (Dt pendant left 


PL), and pendant down (PD Nolte the unusually good 
pattern on the left, particularly good for a lady's watch 
Watches which produced patterns approaching the perform 
ance of this watch are marked with a star in the lable. Ex 
amples of large position errors are shown in the charts at the 
center and on the right. The pattern shown al the center is 
thal of a watch whose timekeeping qualily varied lo a marked 
erlent with the position of the watch In the dial-up posi 
tron, this particular watch will gain approzimately 1 minute 
in 24 hours; but, when held with the pendant down or with 
the pendant left, the watch will lose about 2% and 4'%@ min 


ules, respectively This defect in a watch, when as serious 


as shown in the figure, calls for adjusting and requlating by 
a skilled and careful repairman 


maladjustment of a fine watch, and the cost is 
likely to be prohibitive Need for cleaning ts 
usually indicated when a watch starts to run 
irregularly, unless the change is caused by some 
fall, impact, immersion, or other accident lo 
obtain the best performance from any watch, it 
should be wound ful/y once a day at about the 
same time of day preterabh morning, tor most 
persons 

Unless otherwise stated the watches listed 
are square or rectangular in shape and have 
white or slightly off-white faces. Watches which 
were found difficult to wind because of the shape 
or smallness of the winding crown are noted as 
“inconvenient to wind Whenever possible 
watch “brand” names are given, under the name 
of manutacturer when there was no brand 
name other than the maker's name, e.g., Girard 
Perregaux, the watch can be identified by the 
make, and by some other fteature usually the 


All wateche 


which gave superior time Keeping perlormance 


price shown in the second column 


are indicated in the table by a star before the 
name Prices shown in the table include the 10 


percent federal tax 
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No. of Wrist 
Manufacturer and Watch Name Jewels Band Features and Comments 





A. Recommended 


ound dial sweep se md hand 


pped dur 


pt gy test 


Sweep second hand 
De Luxe ) lea Similar to a man’s watch 
Shock ma ste 5 j pra Sweep second hand 
& Sunflame 
Belicrest 


Lady Elgin 


ETERNA-MATIC:* 
Vo name j ce Self-winding weep second ha 
Stopped oft ind on during test 


Self-winding weep econd ha 


OOL00 


GRUEN 
wer 


i-Lhin Nurse 


Thin Charm 
ion error Black dial, vellow gold 


ert-Lhin Christine / Dat wr I ! ys il ( sItlor is the watch 
sweep 
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Wrist 
Manufacturer and Watch Name $ Band Features and Comments 





WITTNAUER (Pr 
Vo name 





GIRARD PERREGAUX 


y mane 
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B. Intermediate (Continued) 


No 
Manufacturer and Watch Name 


Wrist 
Band 


Features and Comments 





HA MILTON (Continued) 
Jacklyn 


Lisette 


IMEGA 
\ 


» name 
) mame 

mime 
/ name 


WYLER* 
# No name 


Vo name 


No name 


cord Position errors 


Position error 


Round dial Inconvement to wind 


Sweep second aand Inconvenient to wind 


I arge position errors 


Position errors 





. Not Recommended 


CROTON* 


Vilana 


17 


iquamatiy 17 


r distribytor so 


lesignated was too small perhaps to 


Sweep second hand. Increasingly 


cord Round dial 


slow in one position as watch ran down 


Similar to a man's watch in style. Self-wind 
ing Round dial Increasingly slow in one 
position as watch ran down 


leather 


afford a basis for m 


Philco Freezer 


N the August 1954 Consumers’ RESEARCH 

BULLETIN, the Philco Model H-1335 freezer 
was given a tentative B-/ntermediate rating, 
pending further tests, because the temperatures 
obtained in the storage-load test at a room tem- 
perature of 90° were too high (average 9°, with 
maximums of 19.5 and 21.5° at two points near 
the top of the freezer). The freezer was equipped 
with a thermostat pre-set at the factory, and 
this was not adjustable by the consumer if he 
should wish to lower the temperature. In view 
of the temperature being too high and not sub- 
ject to adjustment, it was assumed that the 
thermostat might have been incorrectly set at 
the factory or not functioning properly, par- 
ticularly as the unit performed well in the pull- 
down indicating that it had adequate 
refrigerating capacity 


test, 


\ new thermostat was installed by an au 


Philco serviceman and new tests were 
While the performance in the storage 


than in the 


thorized 
made 

load test was somewhat better 
original test (average temperature 6° with maxi- 
mums of 13° and 14°), with operating costs re- 
maining approximately the same, the tempera- 
tures in the freezer were considered to be too high, 
and the rating is therefore changed to C. Not 
Recommended. Wad the appliance been equip- 
ped with the type of thermostat which the user 
could turn to afford a lower temperature, the 
percentage running time (41% in storage-load 
test) would have increased, and the freezer 
would have maintained satisfactorily low tem- 
peratures near (0°—although at somewhat higher 


operating cost, 
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HE increasing popularity of ball-point pens 

has resulted in a sharp decline in the sales 
of conventional fountain pens and mechanical 
pencils. Many persons buy ball pens because of 
their convenience and normally low price. Ball 
pens can now be obtained for as little as 25 cents, 
compared with the high prices ($10 to $20) at 
which the first ball pens were sold. The writing 
qualities of most ball pens and resistance to 
fading of the ink by exposure to light have been 
improved very greatly since the first ones were 
sold in 1945. New brands and styles have ap 
peared on the market during the past year or 
two. The Parker Pen Co. has finally introduced 
a line of ball-point pens. The Parker Jotter is the 
first ball pen to be offered with three different 
writing points—fine, medium, and 
broad. The Paper-Mate Capri and 
Klip-O-Matic K-100 are new models with all 
metal barrels. Among other retractable styles of 
well-known brands not previously reported in a 
CR monthly BuLLeTIN are the B-B Rol-Rex 
Sheaffer's Clicker and Fineline “500,” Scripto 
($1), Universal Ink-N-Trol, Venus, and Wear 
ever Flipit 


stvles of 
Universa 


Desirable features 

Ball-point pens are convenient and satista 
tory for some writing purposes. The principal 
advantage of a ball pen is that it will usually 
write at once on contact with a writing surlace 
(unless the writing unit is defective), whereas 
a conventional fountain pen using ordinary ink 
often balks when not used regularly, and the 
pen will require time-wasting cleaning and re- 
filling before it is again in writing condition. 

Other advantages of a ball pen over an ordi- 
nary fountain pen are that it will write a great 
many more words per filling; it will make good 
carbon copies; and the writing ‘dries’ almost 
instantly and will not become smeared or illegi- 


ble if the paper gets wet 


Disadvantages 

Consumers’ Research in its BULLETINS has 
brought to the attention of readers trom time to 
time the serious drawbacks trom a legal stand 
point in the use of ball pens. As reported in CR 
BULLETINS as early as 1946, writing with ball 
pen inks used to fade so badly that it almost 
disappeared after nine hours of exposure in a 
lade-Ometer (roughly equivalent to 20 hours of 
summer sunlight Because of the marked ten 
dency of ball-pen inks to fade, some business and 
vovernment agencies about five or six years ago 
prohibited the use of ball pens for the signing ol 
official or other important papers, such as deeds, 
wills, and birth and death certificates. Nowa 
days, however, most ball-pen inks are much im 
proved in resistance of the writing to fading by 
exposure to light The ball point lacks flexibil 
itv, and hence shading of the writing absence 
of this shading impairs greatly the characteristi 
qualities of a person's handwriting. This tends 
to facilitate forgery, and it is thus wise to avoid 
writing or signing of checks and legal papers 
with ball pens 

Since ball point pens were first introduced 
users have had serious grounds for criticism 
inability of ball-point pens to write satisfactorily 
on certain kinds of paper and postcards; diffi 
stains from clothing 


culty of removing ink 


transfer of the ink to the fingers: tendency of 
the ink to strike 
pronounced as to make the 
sides of the paper illegible and bad blots of 


ink, usually at the ends of words (see Figure 1) 


through the paper, olten so 


writing on both 


Selection 
The ball pens included in this report range in 
At least one de luxe 


price from 25 cents to $5.50 
model runs as high as $17.50, but few persons 
perhaps would want to pay more than $2 or $3 
for any ball pen, and certainly a higher price is 
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not justified by any difference in performance of 


the pens at higher price levels There are sey 
eral small, lightweight pens at 25 cents and 29 
cents, made in simplified form, which are handy 
to carry tor occasional use, such as jotting down 
a note in an expense account or travel record 
Phe pens with all-metal barrels are usu 
find the 


comtortable to 


be ” yk 


ally heavier, and some persons may 


lightweight plastic pens more 
use, as lightness is desirable in a writing instru 
ment that is much used. The plastic Scripto (29 
Presdon 
were among the lightest in weight, and the all 
Paper- Mate “Sap 


Waterman’ 


cents), Vu-Riter, and Wearever Flipit 


metal Waterman 
phire,”’ 


plastic 


Capri, 
Flair, and the combination 
Ink \ Tro 


amony the heaviest, of the ball pens te sted 


and metal Universal were 


\ pen 


will tarnish or show signs of deterioration after 


with gilt or rolled-gold plate finish 


i time. Chrome finish will keep a good appear- 
ance longer than gilt finish or rolled-gold plate 
However, chrome finish near the writing point 
section may have a slippery feel and not provide 
enough friction for the pen to be easily held in 
the fingers. For some users, this may be a point 
of importance with respect to the Paper-Mate 
Capri 

Consumers will be wise to choose a ball pen 
which refills 


of well-known make, and one for 


are known to be sold regularly in local stores 


Refills are often not available in dealers’ stocks, 
especially for pens of little-known brands 
The so-called “retractable’’ ball pens are con 


sidered preferable to other styles The point- 


Pi gf Vymernd To domsiver 


— 


ve « ciincnciedl Ca eq: 


c << BAM ky 


c LA «a detec nahi feet 


coc d < 
/ 4 
g:-4f.4 O47 th 


_A 
thin, ha 
4 


aq 


. > i 


- chee Of laet® On<- 


Figure 1 
blots (at arrows 


(hove are samples of writing cul from letters received by CR from four different persons 
The tendency of the ink to strike through the paper, plainly to he seen in three of the four spect 


This \ week baw Jah; 
g5e[f om gat C- 
/ Vo Frm av 


‘ . 
a a Sie —~s 
( 


7 


Clg 





Nole the bad 


mens shown, ts so pronounced with some ball pens that the writing will be illegible or readable only with difficulty 
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Figure 2 — Device used by CR in testing the durability 
the point-retracting mechanisms of ball pens, such as 
Parker Jotter and Paper-Mate 
propelled and retracted by successive pressures on a j 
button 1 modification of the machine perr its wear testi: 
of ball pens of the push-button type whose points are ; 
pelled by the button but retracted by finger pressure on the « 


whose writing points 


retracting mechanism climinates the need tor 


removal of a cap 


cal to protect the pom} 


quires extra motions and time to get the pen i 
~ and reduces the likelihood of fingers 
Most b 


pen ink stains can be removed readily from the 


action 


clothing being smeared by the ink 


fingers with ordinary rubbing alcohol: removal 
trom clothing, however, is sometimes difficult 


and may dety the skill of the dry cleanet 


Test methods 
CR has built mechanical devices for deter 
mining the amount of writing different ink cat 
tridges will provide, and for testing the durabil 
ity of the point-retracting mechanisms of ball 
pens (see Figure 2 and Figure 3 
The amount of writing provided by 
pen was determined by the operation of the pen 
continuously in a mechanical device by which 
it wrote lines back and forth on a strip of paper, 
7 


moving at a constant rate, until the ink in the 


cartridge was exhausted There is, as one mich 
expect, considerable variation in the amount of 
writing obtained trom cartridge to cartridge of 
the same make, and a very wide range in length 
ol line written by cartridges of different makes 
Parker Jotter averaged over 20,000 


whereas the 29-cent Scripto 


Thus core 


ieet of writing 
averaged 2500 teet 


One machine was designed for testing the pens 


whose points are propx lled by a push button at 
the top ol the pen, and another lor the typ ol 


mechanism used by Seripto in its cheaper pen 


which is operated by twisting a knob or cap 


Pens whose points were propelled and retracted 


lor more than 5000 cvecles ol operation without 


failure were considered to have satistactory 


durability; exceptions are noted in the listings 
In the examination of the push-button r 
tractable ball pens, comtort in use was taken 
into account Measurement was made of the 
pressure ol the finyer required to operate the 


Mention has 


been made in the listings in cases where the r 


propelling-retracting mechanisms 


quired pressure was relatively high 


Samples of the writing of the ball-pen car 


tridges were exposed in a laboratory device using 
an arc lamp for producing accelerated fading of 


dves, et called a kade-Ometer, as well as to 


sunlight in a southwest window lor inks, one 
hour of exposure in the Fade-Ometer is equiva 
lent to about 2% hours of summer sun in Wash 


Figure 3 (hove is an over-all riew of the pen tester build 
by CR to determine the amount of writing prov wled by the ink 
cartridge of a ball-point pen The pen ts made to write con 
linnously until the ink in the cartridge ts erhausted. One 


/ 


complete stroke forward and back — corresponds to a writing 


line of aboul oO inches Belou ose-up view of the 


lester showing a pen in positron on the moving paper atrip 
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ington, D. C. Most of the ball-pen inks resisted 
fading reasonably well. Where resistance to 
fading was found to be relatively poor, this is 
mentioned in the listings 

Except as noted, the pens in the following 
listings had push-bujton point-retracting mech 
anisms, combination plastic and metal barrels, 
cartridges with blue or violet ink, and were 
about average in weight (11 to 15 grams) 


The first figure in parentheses following the price in the 
listings is the average number of feet of writing provided by 
the ink cartridges tested. The second figure in the parentheses 
is the number of feet of writing obtained for 1 cent, based on 
the cost of the ink cartridge (or on the cost of the pen in cases 
where refill cartridges are not replaceable or available), the 
price ratings (1, 2, 3) relate to the cost of using the ball pen 








on the foregoing basis Prices include federal tax where 


applicable 


A. Recommended 


Parker Jotter (The Parker Pen Co., Janesville, Wis.) 
$2.95; refill, 69c. Fine point (20,200; 290); medium 
point (11,000; 160); broad point (18,000; 260) 
Finish and appearance considered above average 
rhe fine- and broad-point cartridges averaged the 
greatest amount of writing of the pens tested. Note 
Since CR's tests were completed, The Parker Pen Co 
has advertised a new model, the Jotter Custom (all 
metal barrel), at $3.95; they now offer an ink car 
tridge with an extra fine point for Jotter pens 1 

Paper-Mate De Luxe (Frawley Corp., 8790 Hays 
St., Culver City, Calif.) $1.69; refill, 4% (9000: 
180) 2 

Paper-Mate Capri $2.95; 
49c. (9600; 180) Finish and appearance considered 
above average. Uses same refill as Paper-Mate De 
Luxe, but has all-metal barrel, with chrome finish 

Heavy in weight (18 grams) 2 

Sheaffer’s Clicker (W. A. Sheaffer Pen Co., Fort 
Madison, Iowa) $5; refill, 50c. (7600; 150) Simi 
lar to Sheaffer's Fineline “500,” and uses same refill; 
not considered worth the higher price 

Sheaffer's Fineline ‘‘500"’ (W. A. Sheaffer Pen Co.) 
$1.95; refill, 50c. (7600; 150) 2 





(Frawley Corp.) refill, 





(see text) 








> * > 
rhe following seven pens were considered less desir 
able than the above pens, from cost-of-use stand 
point (writing for one cent of cost of refill) 

B-B Rol-Rex (B-B Pen Co., Inc., 6245 Santa Monica 
Blvd., Hollywood 38) $1.69; refill, 49c. (3700; 75) 
Very similar to B-B Rol-Rite, and uses same refill. 3 

B-B Rol-Rite (B-B Pen Co., Inc.) $1.29; refill, 49c. 
(3700; 75) 3 

Eversharp (Eversharp, Inc., 1800 W. Roscoe, Chi 
cago) $1.49; ‘“Kec-54" Kimberly refill, 50c. (4200; 
85) Black ink. Plastic barrel 3 


Flo-Ball ‘‘210’’ (Flo-Ball Pen Corp., 16 E. 40 St 
N.Y.C.) $2; refill, 50 (3900; 80) 
appearance considered above average 3 

Stratford (Stratford Pen Corp., 44 W. 28 St., New 
York 1) $1: refill, 4% (2900; 60) Relatively, 
high finger pressure required to operate propelling 





Finish and 


retracting mechanism 
Waterman's Flair (Waterman Pen Co., 1 DeForest 
_ $1.95; refill, 50: 3700; 75 
\ll-metal 
barrel, part chrome and part colored lacquer finish 
Heavy in weight (17 grams) 3 
Waterman 

All-metal 


heavy in 


St., Seymour, Conn.) 


Slender, attractive, well-finished pen 


Waterman's ‘‘Sapphire’’ Jewel Point 
Pen Co.) $5.50; refill, $1. (7300; 75) 
barrel, 1/30 10-karat rolled gold plate 

Slender, attractive, well-finished 

Writing 


was not considered significantly better, if any, than 





weight (17 grams) 
pen, but finish showed tarnish after a time 


that of much cheaper ball pens of other makes. Rela 


tively high finger pressure required to operate pro 
pelling-retracting mechanism 3 


B. Intermediate 


$1.65 


Non-retractable point 


Sheaffer's Fineline (W. A. Sheatfer Pen Co.) 
refill,/"5O0c. (14,800; 295) 
Plastic barrel, with screw-on cap 





Writing was poor 
in resistance to fading by exposure to light 1 
Hoboken N ] $1 


Relatively high finger 


Venus (American Pencil Co., 

refill, 25e. (5600; 220) 
pressure required to operate propelling-retracting 
mechanism, one sample of which failed after 4000 
cycles; a second sample after 4500 cycles, in wear 
test 1 

Wearever Pres-Clik (David Kahn, Inc., North 
Bergen, N.J.) 98c; refill, 25c. (6000; 240) Point 
retracting mechanism stuck occasionally after 2000 





cycles in wear test; a second sample failed in use 
in less than a month. Writing was poor in resistance 
to fading by exposure to light 1 
429 S. Fifth St 
(3800; 150 


Ballerina (The Framer Mfg. Co., 
Brooklyn 11, N.Y.) 49c; refill, 25¢ 
Relatively high finger pressure required to oper 
ate propelling-retracting mechanism 2 


Perma-Matic (Alpine Products Co., Inc., 611 Broad 


way, New York 12) 69c; refill, 25c. (4400; 175) 2 
Universal Klip-O-Matic K-100 (Universal Fountain 
146 W. 26 St., N.Y.C.) $1 


Slender, all-metal barrel 





Pen & Pencil Co., Inc., 
refill, 25c. (4700; 190) 
with gilt finish (see text) 
Waterman's Ball Pointer (Waterman Pen Co.) $1; 
refill, 50c. (6800; 135) Non-retractable point; slip 
on cap. Writing was poor in resistance to fading 
by exposure to light. 2 
Wearever Flipit (David Kahn, Inc.) 2% 1500 
155) Plastik light in weight (9 grams). 








barrel; 
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Point-retracting mechanism operated by a sma to light. Samples examined had such poor ink flow 
which flips down on either side of top of pen that the ball point would write only intermittently 
es A ae Relatively high finger pressure required to operate 
propelling-retracting mechanism 3 

The following four pens were considered les 


sirable than the above eight pens, from cost 


standpoint 


Eversharp Star Reporter (\-versharp, In 

‘Kec-54" Kimberly refill, 50« 4700; 95) ( b 

retractable point. Plastic barrel, with slip-on cap 6000 BUYS in Ball Pens 
Scripto (Scripto, Inc., P. O. Box 4847, Atlanta 

(,a.) $1 refill 4% 4900 100 Plastic barrel | You may choose from the following if you want 
Scripto” (Secripto, Inc.) 2% (2500; 85) Non-re e A good ball pen that provides a large amount of 


placeable ink cartridge Plastic barrel; light in writing for 1 cent, based on cost of refills, and 





weight (6 grams) Less attractive in appearance al the same time provides a large amount of 

than most of the pens tested Point-retracting writing per cartridge 

mechanism operated by twisting cap (push-button 

or flip device is much more convenient) 3 Parker Jotter $2.95 
Universal Ink-N-Trol (Universal Fountain Pen & Paper-Mate De Luxe $1.69 

Pencil Co., Inc.) $1.69; refill, 49ce. (2800; 55 Faper-Siate Caget $2.95 

Heavy in weight (17 grams). Relatively high finger Sheaffer s Fineline **500 $1.95 
Sheaffer's Clicker $5.00 





pressure required to operate propelling-retracting 
mechanism 3 
} jj , iu 9 la Mwrate ana 
C. Not Recommended | ball pen at a low price (of average quality 
Wearever Flipit 29c 
Scripto 29c 
25« (3700; 150 Non-retractable point Non Dclosine 49c 


replaceable ink cartridge. Plastic barrel, with slip-on Moruen-Datie 69c 
cap. Light in weight (7 grams). Less attractive in 


Presdon Vu-Riter (Ferber Corp., Englewood, N. | 





appearance than most of the pens tested. Writing 

was poor in resistance to fading by exposure to light. 2 1 ball pen of pleasing appearance —suttable 
Fisher ‘‘1-For-All” Refill Fisher Pen Co., 757 for a gift 

Waveland, Chicago 13) 4% (2400: 50) Claimed 

to be adaptable as a refill for most retractable ball 





Waterman's Flair $1.95 
Flo-Ball $2.00 
Paper-Mate Capri $2.95 
Parker Jotter $2.95 


Waterman's “‘Sapphire’’ Jewel 


write only intermittently 3 Point (gold-plated barre! $5.50 
No brand name. Advertised as “Bankers Approved 


Retractable Pen." 3 pens for $1; refill, 15¢ RO. 5 
Writing was poor in resistance to fading by exposure 


point pens. Although one sample provided about 
2400 ft. of writing, three other Fisher ink cartridges 
had such poor ink flow that the ball point would 
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Medium-Fidelity Phonographs 


—. a number of years, Consumers’ Research 
has reported on various components, pic! 
ups, amplifiers, and speakers, for high-fidelity 
radio-phonograph combinations, components 
which the consumer can assemble for himself 
into a superior system for the reproduction of 
Quite likely there 


subscribers a number 


radio and recorded musk 
have been among our 
who had litth 
thought the only practical way to 


interest in these reports, be 
cause they 
buy a radio or phonograph was to go to a dealer's 
store and buy a complete unit, ready to be de 
livered to the home and to be operated forth 
with. Such people have been missing a great 
deal, for they have not realized the exceedingly 
fine reproduction of music which can be had by 
use of a superior home-assembled rather than 
a ready-made commercial system for the re 
production of the fine records available since 
1948 when the 
through the deve lopme nt of the fine-grooved or 


Phese 


now available to everyone who has a phonograph 


record industry was reborn 


microvroove disks Superior recordings, 
with a turntable that can be operated at a speed 
ot 33-1 
a pickup with low needle pressure and a stylus 
radius of O01 freedom 
from noise, and afford quality of reproduction 


3 revolutions per minute, equipped with 


inch, have marked 


that is usually a good deal better than that of the 
typical shellac record of the ‘30's and early ‘40's 

Dhese new tne-vroove records ar capable ol 
reproducing, through a high-quality musical 
system, components of the music which formerly 
were cut out intentionally by the record maket 
when the record was being cut, or were complet 
ly lost in the phonograph equipment's amplifier 
and speaker when the record was being played 
By lar the vreatest proportion ol phonographs 
sold in the 1940-1950 era’ were incapable ol 
reproducing more than the basic or ‘“‘tundamen 


tal” tones of the voice and many musical 


imstruments This is a great defect, since 
the differences between the sound of two wind 


instruments, for example, are largely deter 


what are known as harmonics ot 
which 


mined by 
these, for instance, 


from the flute or the 


overtones It is 
distinguish the organ 


| 

Some advice for consumers on the sales claims 
for the new phonographs now offered, that are 
claimed to afford high-fidelity reproduction: 

Use of a number of speakers does not assure 
gool sound reproduction A_ single wide 
range loud-speaker having a cone of 12 inche 
diameter 
reflex cabinet) will be likely to give far better 


or larger properly enclosed ha 
performance than several small 4- and 6-inch 


beaker or combination of evera sma 
speakers 

Be skeptical of claim uch 

ential for superb, authentic, 
duction of musical tones ha 


in the high-fidelity portable phonograph 


heen incor poral 


f 
You may be sure that the ad-writer's pen, in 
etting down claims such as these, has far out 
run the perceptions of a discriminating listener 
Disregard claim for stereophonic and 3 
sound Equipment 
ulf claims 1s available, but not 
at $150 or anything approximating such a 
igure, and, hesides, sound 1 


not achieved by the use of a number of speakers 


limensional capable of 


iiling uch 
3-dimensiona 


P ; >» « j } of aobrcl > vw haert 
in the small cabinet Which consumers expeci 


in a home phonograph unit. Except for the 
experimenter who has a lot of money 
to spend, and who doesn't mind bulky and 
pace-consuming equipment in his living room, 
den, or basement, 3-dimensional sound 
long way off, and when it does come 1 


; 


“r ex pensive 
* * * 


; j 


CR choice of the phonographs ested would 


the Magnavox Magnasonic, a_ console, 


was head and shoulders above the other 
ght models lested, mn performance [i Ou 
reguire a degree of portability and a good dea 
than the Magnasonic, you might 

alistte / with either the VWagnavox P ay 

ow at $99.50, the Columbia 360K at $159.50 


the Webcor Musicale at $149.95 


clarinet from the saxophone when each is play 
ing the same upper ‘‘¢ it is the complex 
harmonics, too, which give to the bassoon its 
peculiar and interesting quality of sound, and 


which distinguish a fine violin or piano from a 
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poor one, or a wind organ from an electroni ponents, put together by the householder or 


organ. It was to reproduce these elusive over by an audio-systems specialist, still unfortunate 
tones so readily lost in ordinary radio and phono lv remains the only way to achieve the very best 
graph systems that those who had experienced musical qualities in the home at a price undet 
the jovs of good musical reproduction went in for $750. However, so much public interest: has 
assembling their own record playing equipment been cre ited by the constant talking and writing 
trom separate high-fidelity components EAM on about high fidelity that many persons who would 
\M tuners, pickups, amplifiers, speakers, and not care to assemble such a special system have 
speaker enclosures considered buving one of the numerous ready 


Such a spec ial assembly ol separate com mace and relatively THLE NPPCTISIVE commercial 
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One of the qualities required of a good phonograph is that it be capable of reproducing without noliweable distortion the full 
frequency range of which each instrument in an orchestra is capable. The solid lines in the group of five at the bottom represent 
average performance for four kinds and grades of equipment, and the ear. The"dotted extensions to these lines represent the ex 
tremes in performance possible from the best instruments of the class (the dotted line for the ear represents a hearing range possessed 
by voung persons but lost with increasing age As the superior performance indicated by the dotted extensions us avatiable only 
in very few home radios and phonographs, the true low notes of the bass viol and prano will not be heard on home reproducing 
equipment (ercepl an occastonal —-and expensive high-fidelullv svstem The high frequencies, which consist mainly of the 
harmonics needed to qive the quality of fla timbre) of voice and many orchestral instruments, are also lost in the very qreat 


mayoruy of home reproduc ing systems and phonographs 
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phonographs whose advertising promises high- 
fidelity Many of the millions of 
owners of phonographs designed primarily to 
play the old, noisy 78 rpm. records have started 


qualities 


looking for means to take advantage of the musi 
cal qualities latent in the best new micro 


groove recordings \ good many have fol 
lowed CR’'s advice and have purchased separ 
ate components and assembled them into in- 
tegrated musical instruments at costs varying 
from $100 to $2000 or more. Others have been 
content to utilize the musical 


available in the best of the ready-made phono 


reproduction 


graphs 

The popularity and general acceptance of the 
Columbia 360 produced in 1952 was so great 
manufacturers now offer similar 
Although this record player was 
output to any 


that several 
phonographs 
superior in quality of 
ready-made record player tested by CR up to 
September 1953, it did not give strictly high 
fidelity results; the must bear in 
mind that true high fidelity cannot possibly be 
afforded by any player that is limited by cost and 
convenience to small dimensions 

As is to be expected in an industry which is 
new and growing and changing rapidly, the ad 
vertising very often grossly overstates the facts 


sound 


consumer 


about the instruments, and some manufacturers 
make a product which is good, while the merits 
of others are found to be expressed almost 
exclusively in the soaring claims made in news 
paper and magazine advertising. While practi 
cally all the manufacturers, indeed, claim perfect 
high-fidelity reproduction, actually only one ot 
the players tested could, in its actual perform 
ance, approach the implications of this term. The 
difficulties of the problem, from the consumer's 
standpoint, can best be exemplified by noting 
that a top-notch loud-speaker, with its enclosure, 
for a real high-fidelity system will cost two or 
three times as much as any ol the so-called high 
fidelity phonographs, complete with speakers, 
that CR has seen, in the $100 to $250 price 
range. The speaker or speakers used in some of 
these, indeed, represent a retail value of not 
more than $5 or $10 

Phus in only very rare instances should anyone 
expect that the listening qualities of a ready 
made phonograph will be comparable to the 
musical reproduction aflorded by any of half a 
dozen or so good high-fidelity assemblies (see 
Annual Cumulative Bulletin at pages 180-181 

In terms of satisfaction of the listener who is 
not a real devotee of exceptional musical re 
produc tion, the best of the units tested would be 
considered they afforded a 
frequency range approaching the usable range 


satisfactory, for 


of tones available on most present-day records 
\ny reproducing equipment which is capable 
of actually delivering frequencies beyond the 
range of 50 to 10,000 cycles (from *‘G"’ which is 
two octaves below middle ‘‘( 


below the ‘*¢ 
to more than an octave above the highest 


“CC on a standard piano keyboard), must be 
(See CR’'s 
Cumulative Bulletin, page 179 lhe player must 
not only be very well engineered, but must have 
for controlling 


very carefully chosen Annua 


proper means —‘‘tone controls”’ 
the level of extremely low and extremely high 
frequencies and so setting the tonal balance of 
music, which is a very important matter in 
determining whether an orchestra shall sound 
thin and reedy. Since 


records differ 


realistic, or boomy, or 
various records and makes of 
greatly in the way in which a given low- or high- 
lrequency range is reproduced, the tone controls 
play an important part in setting the tonal 
quality and balance of the musical reproduction 
Excessive emphasis of high frequencies is often 
noted; if this is not properly compensated for 
by a good tone control, it can give an ex eedingl|y 
unpleasant and even irritating tonal quality 

Some of the phonographs tested do represent 
a reasonable compromise between cost and qual 
ity of reproduction, and fill in fairly well the 
very wide gap that existed until very recently 
between the home radio-phonograph combina 
tion and a real high-fidelity system. The lower 
frequencies even in units using speakers as small 
as 6 or 8 inches in diameter are far cleaner than 
the corresponding tones available from today's 
best mass-produced television receivers or con 
sole radios, and the treble range of the best 
phonographs included in CR's test is sufficiently 
extended to give pleasing sound quality; an out 
put level of about 5 watts or more in some is also 
desirable for realism 

> > > 

In the tests conducted by CR, measurements 
were made of the power supplied to the speaker 
phonograph as well as the 
output 


ascertain 


systems in each 


amount of distortion present in that 


Measurements were also made to 
whether the action of the tone controls was 
satisfactory The over-all response as given 
in the listings was estimated during listening 
tests Exhaustive tests were not made on 
the record-playing mechanism, although speed 
tendency toward 
were noted during the 


We are pleased to 


control and any excessive 


“rumble” and “wow” 
engineering examination 
report, in respect to the tests for shock hazard, 
that none of the players in the present group were 
found to present any significant danger to the 
user. All record players tested, the new Columbia 
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300K excluded, were listed by the Underwriters 


which good 


Rat- 


Laboratories, gives assurance of 
design trom the standpoint of fire hazard 


ings are cr54 


A. Recommended 


kort 


rd 


Used 


Magnavox Magnasonic (Magnavox Co 


Wayne, Ind.) $198.50. A 


player with well-constructed 


console-ty pe rece 


vers cabinet 


variable-reluctance cartridge and two 12-in. speakers 


each with a se parate tweeter unit lurntable chara 


teristics, satisfactory, with no noticeable rumble 


wow. Range of control of bass and treble, adequate 
Distortion in amplifier satisfactorily low at output 
used 


normally Power output, 17 watts at 


c 


power 
> distortior 
Hum 
low. Estimated frequency range of reprodu 
40 to 16.000 « p.s 
for an instrument of the dimensions of 


400 cycles per second (c.p.s.) with 244 
good, and more than ample for any home use 
level 
which is very good indeed 
the 


The rating of 


tion 
Vagna 
sonic (26'4 x 32 [height] x 16% in.) 
this unit is based upon requirements that apply to a 


high-fidelity record player 
> > > 


The ratings of the following record players are based 
primarily on their ability to supply reasonably good | 
delity in the reproduction of music. Their performanc: 
is in the range between the usual radio-phonograph co 
bination or console television receiver and one of the 
systems assembled from separate 
the text of 
\ll were table-top players and used dual 


and had turntable speeds for 78, 45, and 33-1/3 


records 


less unit 


expensive 
high-quality components, as discussed in 
this article 
styli 
rpm 


Magnavox Co.) $99 50 


Mag navox Playfellou 


wood construction Crystal car 


twe 


light 
6-1n 
bout 
and 
HO) « 


Cabinet 


tridge speakers Turntable functioned 
satisfactoril 
Separate 


5 watts at 


some rumble was noticeable 


controls Power 
ps. with 244% 
of 


frequency 


bass treble output 


distortion, ample 
Hum leve 


reproductiot 


for almost any room normal size 


low Estimated range ol 
50 to 9000 c.p.s. Reproduction was crisp and clean 
and did not exhibit the undesirable boomy bass some 


times noted on players 


Bridgeport 


Columbia Records 
B.S In 


Cabinet of heavy 


Columbia 360K 


Labs Div. of ¢ 
Conn $159.50 


Systems 
wood constr 
Variable-reluctance cartridge. Turi 
but 
control at 


tion, desirable 


table functioned satisfactorily, some rumble 


was apparent with bass maximum. Sx 


bass and controls. Power 
400 c.p.s. with 246% 
Hum level 


reproduction, 50 to 


parate treble output 


watts at distortion, ample { 
Estimated frequen 
10,000 cps. Repr 


Low-frequency distortio 


horn 
ol 


bon 


range 
duc an 
seemed slightly high compared to other A-Recon 
Overall, a great improvement over 


under B The 2 


crisp and cle 
mended plave rs 


the Model 360 listed Intermediate 


CONSUMERS’ 


speakers oa 
the high 


satisfactorily 2 


tweeters (high frequency were new 


type and reproduced frequencies very 


Webster-Chicago 
of 
reluctance cartridge 
lurntable 


Webcor Musicale, Model 
$149.95 


variable 


333-1 
Cabinet wood 


Cone 


Corp., Chicago) heavy 
Gl 


and two 6-in 


construction 
4-in 


satisfactorily 


speakers functioned 


Power output watts, fair, and 


sufficient for a room of small size most Cases 
a room of moderate dimensions 
of reproduction, 90 to 14,000 c.p.s 


were present in excess and if not compensated would 


or, in 
Estimated range 
high frequencies 
tonal balance; fairly good balance could 
of treble 


Player was well built and contained a well-designed 


give poor 


be obtained through use tone control 


ampliher having a low hum level 2 


B. Intermediate 


Stromberg-Carlson, Model HFP-!1 
x Rochester ; $109.50 
leather 
S-in 


Stromberg 


\V ood ‘ abine t 
handle 


Sore 


Carlson Co 


with simulated covering on sick 


Crystal cartridge rumble 


speaker 
ted Power output 


90 to 7000 


present when bass tones were boo 


5 watts, ample Estimated tonal range 


C.ps Noticeable 
frequuencies I 


distortion was present at higher 


Lin 

wood construction (ry 
lurntable 
Power output, 0.7 
90 to 12.000 « 


360 Records $149.50 
ol 


two 


Columbia Columbia 


Calunet heavy stal car 


tridge 6-in. speaker operation 


watt, low stim 


p.s 
room level clean and 


distortion 2 


satistactory 
ated tonal range Reproduction 


at normal was showed no 


rmootice able 


V-M Triomatic, Model 555-M Benton 
Harbor Mich $1 9.95 { 


construction. Crystal cartridge 


VM ¢ orm 


ibinet of heavy wood 
three Sn speaker 
Turntable watisiactor Power 
0.7 
‘ }).s 


model hi 


operation 
Lstimated 


(,eneral listening quality ver 


output 
9000 
pleasing. © Thi 


watt, low tonal range, 50 to 


is been discontinued by the manufacturer 


Vodel 560 


been tested by Consumers 


which has not et 


2 


it ts superseded by 


Re ~.Art 


C. Not Recommended 


Motorola Ine 
\« 


and record player 


Motorola, Model 53F2 4545 
Blvd $109.95 
\M 
inadequat 
which would be 


production 


( hicago minnatiow 
b requen rt 


below that 


radio [Morine 


periormance cot sidered 


varranted f medium-fhidelit re 


Model 3-HES 
\nw rica 


output 


RCA Victor, 


Radio Corp. of 
Distortio exce 
idered below that 


medium delity 


RESEARCH BULLETIN @ 





Sunbeam Frypan Model FP 


in electric frying pan may be quite useful for those who do much casual entertaining 
dishes or sauces, or for frying seafood, bacon, or other foods at the lable 
had been prepared in u, for warming buns, for popping corn, or for keeping foods warm 


Presto Electric Skillet Model S-30 


It is well adapted lo serving casserole 
It would also be useful for making gravy after meat 
Considering the over-all performance 


and convenience of an electric skillet in relation lo us price, however, for many persons this appliance would not be an economical 


purchase 
hetler by use of ordinary cooking vessels and a qood range. 


The electric skillet provides convenience for some occasions, bul does little that cannot be accomplished as well or 


Electric Skillets 


NE of the newest automatic electric appli- 

ances on the market is the skillet or frying 
pan. Like other portable cooking units, it can 
be used for cooking and serving right at the 
table. Heat is regulated by means of a thermo 
stat. ‘The skillets come in a variety of shapes and 
sizes, and may be used for several kinds of 
ceoking, depending on the make selected 

CR has recently completed tests of two of the 
new skillets—a round one by Presto, and a 
square one by Sunbeam, both retailing at about 
$30. These were the only ones being marketed 
at the beginning of the test, although other and 
less expensive ones are available now. 

The Sunbeam Frypan teatures a water-sealed 
unit, embedded in the bottom, which permits 
immersing the entire pan in water up to the 
control knob on the handle. This makes wash 
The Frypan, however, is 
alter 


ing the pan easy 


utility several 


essentially . a piece and 
uses and washings does not lend itself well to 
table service The Presto, heavier and large 
than the Sunbeam, has a capacity of 2 quarts 
against the Sunbeam’s 1% quarts. The Presto 
is frankly designed for on-the-table cookery and 
table service and is advertised as having a 
“ ‘silversmith finish’. . .worthy of the finest table 
setting.”” Furthermore, the table beneath it 
does not get too hot Temperatures beneath 
the Sunbeam become high enough to damage 
some finishes and counter top materials 

Both appliances are versatile and are recom- 
mended by their manufacturers for frying, bak 
ing, braising, stewing, and for cooking casserole 


dishes and vegetables CR's perlormane ¢ tests, 


however, indicated that the skillets would not 


be equally satisfactory for all these kinds of 
cookery ges were fried, pineapple upsice 
down cake was baked, and Welsh rarebit was 
prepared in the skillets in CR’s study. Both 
skillets did a good job in the trying tests, though 
the eggs stuck somewhat so that they were diffi 
cult to turn However, when a few drops ol 
water were added and the skillets covered, the 
eggs coagulated very nicely on top. Both pans 
did a very good job of making Welsh rarebit 
Cakes baked in the electric frying pans, on the 
other hand, were coarse in texture and somewhat 
heavy, and did not brown on top. It was ne« 
essary to use the recipe included in the instru 
tion booklet to obtain satisfactory results in the 
Presto. A cake pan and trivet (neither one 
provided) were required for baking in the 
Sunbeam, but not in the Presto 
upside-down cake baked in the Sunbeam took 90 
minutes with the heat control dial set between 
380° and 400°F. The cake baked in the Presto 
took 35 minutes with the control knob set at 
3%. While the pans could be used for baking, 


it was clear that oven baking would vield better 


| he piri apple 


results and in shorter time 

Frying, sautéing, braising, stewing, and mak 
ing casseroles were judged to be the uses lor 
which these appliances are best suited. Deep-tat 
frving of some foods could be done in the Presto 
(the Sunbeam is too shallow), but it is not recom 
mended by the manufacturer Don't assume 
that the electric frying pans will do everything 
that a deep-fat fryer will do, even if enthusiastic 


retailers suggest it. Deep-fat fryers are deeper 
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mies needed tor deep-lat tt the s 
tine heating clement not 1 sider 
as in the trying pans, but i | In determining 
crumbs that tall to the bottor 
measurement 
re divided into seven 7 seTrrsitive 
pertormance tests already ni lemt 


convenience nm use laboratory pertort used 


tests in which the accuracy ot the thermo peratu 


ind evenness olf heating were checked { fairly « 
ctrical salety veneral ind critical er Phe cor 
examinations, and some endurance t rather thar 
\) laborator riormance tests, ten per 
res were measured at various spots on 
skillet and on the table beneath it lests 
rmine the enere\ consumption ol the 
lets as compared with the surlace unit ol 
tric range indicated that the difference 


of operation between the range burnet 


SUNBEAM FRYPAN PRESTO SKILLET 
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than the Sunbeam; the Sunbeam heated faster ings was a disadvantage. lacked indicator light to 
than the Presto show when current was on, and skillet was somewhat 
Do be sure to plug the skillet only into a base heavy to handle. Appliance could not be immersed 
or wall receptacle (the Sunbeam's instructions in water, but was easy to clean 
specifically cover this point Don't try to trail Sunbeam Automatic Frypan, Model FP (Sunbeam 
an extension cord to the table, or to connect a “Corp., Chicago 50) $24.95, without cover for 
skillet to a pendant socket No matter what aluminum cover, $2 for heat-resistant glass cover 
the dealer or manufacturer recommends, you Specifications: 110-120 volts, 1150 watts (1235 watts 
are well advised not to use a frying pan, plugged measured), a.c. only. Weight, 3 lb. 10 oz. without 
in, outside the house on the patio or porch o1 cover; with aluminum cover, 4 Ib. 5 oz.; depth, 1'% 
in the yard \t present, no electrical cooking in width, 10% in square); capacity, 19 qt 
appliance for home use is known to CR to be full Listed by UL. 6-ft. cord (removable lerminal 
safe for use out of doors pins in handle were guarded (desirable Fempera 
ture control on handle marked in 20° divisions from 
220 $70 I with an idditional range re iding warm ; 
B. Intermediate Had indicator light to show when current was on 
Cast-aluminum pan, hard rubber feet, black 
Presto Automatic-Electric Skillet, Model S-30 handle lo wash, pan, disconnected. ma 
National Presto Industries, Inc., Eau Claire, Wis mersed in water up to the dial portion of the 
$27.95, with cover Instruction and recipe booklet included 
Specifications: 115 volts, 1000 watts (1020 watts Performance: Cooked and fried foods satisfact 
measured), a.c. only. Weight, 5 lb. 8 oz. with cover: when directions were followed, but baked produc 
depth, 214 in.; width, 1054 in. diameter; capacity were judged inferior to those baked 
Pat. Listed by UL. 6-ft. cord (removable). Termi Heating of bottom of pan was somev never 
nal pins in base were guarded (desirable Sliding The area directly over the coil was hottest, and next 
temperature control at side of skillet marked 0 to 7 to handle, coolest. During baking, temperatures of 
Cast-aluminum pan with ilversmith”’ finish, black parts likely to be touched and of table top beneath 
plastic feet and 2 handles, aluminum cover.  Dire« the skillet were too high: handle, 140° inder 
tions state skillet should not be immersed in water killet, 220°I 100-hr. endurance run (15 min. o 
Recipe and instruction book included 15 min. off) completed satisfactoril Some shock 
Performance: Cooked and fried foods satisfactoril hazard present on one sample of this model; maximun 
when directions were followed, but baked product leakage current 0.8 ma. at room temperature and 
were judged inferior to those baked in an oven normal humidity Leakage was close to this figure 
Heating of bottom of pan was somewhat unevet after immersion for 24 hr. Passed proof-voltage test 
The area directly over the coil was hottest and Convenience in use: Controls were convement! lo 
next to the handle, coolest Femperature undet cated on skillet handle along with guide recom 
skillet and of handles during baking was satisfactor mended temperatures. Indicator light on handle 
except for one screw on larger handle 100-hy desirable accessory Baking required use of a cake 
endurance run (15 min. on, 15 min. off) completed pan and trivet (not supplied) The cover that was 
satisfactorily Leakage current, negligibl passed supplied as an extra item at $2 to $3 was considered 
proof-voltage (electrical breakdown) test necessary for most food preparation Relatively 
Convenience in use: Controls located low on side of easy to clean; sealing of the heating element against 
skillet were somewhat difficult to read during cook water was a convenient feature and made it possible 


ing. Use of numbers instead of temperature mark to immerse the pan up to the control on the handle 


Note to Subscribers 


hah with the January 1955 issue, Hastings. Minn.), $1.50, obtainable direct from 


CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN (month the manufacturer. Somewhat better is a lever 


ly) will no longer be punched for filing in ring operated punch of the kind used in the filing 
binders. Elimination of the punching operation departments of business offices that may be 
will enable us to make a considerable saving available in some cases \ good hand punch is 
both in binding costs and in time required for sold by stationers under the name “Bernard by 
turning out an issue It appears that only a Sargent Multi-Power Punch’ (compound lever 
small number of readers use the ring binder, age, parallel jaws) at about $3 to $4.50 This 
and we suggest that those subscribers who wish punch ('¢-inch, No. 140) is distributed by 
to continue to use this type of binder may do Wilson-Jones Co., 3300 Franklin Blvd., Chicago 
their own pure hing with the aid of a little device, 24 The position for the holes will be marked 
Awik-Twst Paper Drill (The Smead Mig. Co., on the back cover of CR BULLETIN 
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Off the Editor’s Chest 


Continued from page ? 


Then there are kits for making aluminum 
storm windows, plywood panels for doing over 
walls and making partitions, as well as a wid 
Variety ol tiles’ in metal plastic asbestos, and 
other materials to be laid on floors and applied 


to walls Should you need some particulai 
power! tool or paint sprayer to help you m 
home renovation problems, it usually 

be rented from some near-by apphanee 
for a modest sum Many dealers make a 


ness of renting powell tools lor horn robs ‘ 


painting, sawing, and floor and turniture sanding 
The man the house who goes in for hon 

improvements in his spare time will find a mult 

tude of manufacturers caterit vy to his needs ar 


\s an experienced, if amateur, craft 


desires 
in many fields, he will often have practi 

knowledge that enables him to make an eflecti 
selection from the new materials and produ 
clamoring tor his attention 

Protests, however, are makine their wav it 
public print in behalf of the not-so-talented ma 
of the house who belongs in that great gro 
referred to as the vet others to do it for 
school” who have no particular skills with the 
adze, lathe, or even a hammer, saw, plane, an 
chisel. He has no gift for turning out a des 
bookshelf, or a homemade boat and _ pret 


to Nave a prolessional upholsteret renovate Nf 


furniture rather than struggle with unfamiliar 
problems in foam rubber and plastic 
As a matter of fact, although there is consider 


able publicity being given to do-it-yours 
clinics, One prominent New York buyer is « 

tremely dubious about the value of such activi 
ties in the curtain and drapery field, in stimulat 
ing eflective sales He has pointed out ina 
trade paper that the simple fact is that an ama 
teur seamstress cannot turn out a respectable 
looking slip cover or drapery on the first tr 

It takes an expert to do an acceptable ob, and 
since the price of drapery materials is not cheap 


the errors an amateur can make may prove 
CAPCHsive 

Another unfortunate drawback in the do-it 
yourself field is the poor instructions accompan 


\ccording to William S 


1 
i 


ing certain items 
Orkin, producer of do-it-yourself shows, manu 
facturers olten demonstrate their products ef 
fectively, but when the customer makes a pur 
chase the accompanying mstructions are 


! 


complex that he cannot understand them I! 


he fails to produce a satistactory arth le, there 


CONSUMERS’ 


are obviousl no reps il sales furthermore, 
potential sales to his triends ar Iso lost 
The need tor clearer and sim cirections 1 

ol course, not contined to do-it-voursell 
held One sales engineer has noted that the 
man of the house is ce manding more information 
about the mechanical operation of a new treezet 
or a new washing machine before he buys it 
His wile, who is interested in the conve 
and operating routine, may show little in 

in the technical ispects but her husband want 


the prospect \« salesman to be well miormed or 
the mechanical et Meeriny as 1 how the 


ipphancee operates and how simple 


vijustments can be ule 


Pep hal a 


Publishers have taken note 
trend and newsstands these ‘| ; well 
supplied with magazines, books, and pamphlets 
on how to make vour ows rep ind how-to 
do-it-voursell ino various trelds NMlanyv veneral 
mavaZines have im arth le on two mh eae h ! iM 


presenting some home repau problem or hows 


' 
how to apph hnoleum wallpaper rooting, of 
some other common and useful item 

Just in case anvone teels a lack of information 
in the. held, the federal government has put 
out a kit of home improvement aids which in 
to- Build 
Making Lawns 
and Storage Spaces What to Do About 
Where and Hlow 


Cellars Dr ( onstruction ol 


cludes pamphlets on lias Kitchen 


( abinet Pointer on (001 
( loset 
Condensation Insulation 
Nluch, Making 
Private Driveways 
Buildings by 


Control Phe kit is available for $1) (mone 


Preventing Dama to 


Subterranean Termite wn then 


order or document stamps), from the Superin 
Washington 25, LD. ¢ 


yvoursell are in considet 


tendent of Documents 
Books on how to-do it 
able demand in public libraries across the nation 


Whether the 


aspect of modern living is not yet clear, but the 


trend is a fad or a continuing 


held is certainly one to which the so-called adult 


education courses, that are popular im the 


winter months, might well vote some time 


dealing with such practical topics as how to 
make simple home electri il repat how to la 


hard-surtace floor covering Tite appl wall tile 


how to refinish furniture Vv to operate and 
maintain home appli inces elfectivel and how 


to check them lor salet iwiaitist shock ind 


other | azards 


| 


Consumers who find pamphlets 


Which accompan KnOocKdOWwn 1 or cutout 


ie 29 
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inaccurate or difficult to follow 


a point to write the 
correct 
that the 


simplified directions 

home economists of 
pliance manufacturers are 
the need for simple 
to care tor and use 
have at 


formation the 


the top brass in the engineering and sales ce 


partments 
directly to the companies will 


effective in directing 


along more constructive lines 


yet into their handicraft work and do-it 


manufacturer asking tor 
Mia" bn noted 
mans 


qquite 


particular 
times been unable to 


have gathered in the field through 


Vigorous complaints by 
undoubtedly be 


manutlacturers’ 


should ake } projects in the 


large ap 


WC! & i their difficulties 
concise directions on how in question 
apphances but 


project the i! We 


ticularly 
direc tions tor 


Consumers 


\s consumers ol time 


voursell 


helpful if instead of throwing 


corner in disgust, they 


shall be 
difficult 


The Consumers 
KNOW too. ol any cases where the 
poli ics or sale Sian has 


required to ass mble i che Vice oT 


winter months ahead 


SCTli¢ 


item that can't be assembled proper! into the 


take the trouble to report 


by letter to the manutacturet 


vlad to receive exami 


obs ure, of poor| 


comment trom time 


Observation Post 


adve rtising 


vrossiv understated the amount 


piece 
t 


of home equipment or furniture 


Abridged Cumulative Index of Previous 1954 Consumers’ Research Bulletins 


Month Page 
Alr conditioners, window! May, 5-11 
Anti-freeze! Oct., 14-16 
Appliance plugs, a potential 
hazard (ret., 20 
Automobiles, 19541 
Dodge Royal V-8; Piym 
outh Savoy; Plymouth 
Plaza Suburban (station 
wagon Feb., 10-14 
Chevrolet Two-Ten 
Chevrolet Handyman 210 
station wagon); Chevro 
let Bel Air Powerglide; 
Nash Statesman Custom 
Pontiac Star Chief De 
Luxe Hydra-Matic; Pon 
tiac Chieftain & Special 
Station Wagon; Stude 
baker Champion Regal Mar., 15-21 
Chrysler New Yorker V-8 
Chrysler New Yorker V-8 
Deluxe; DeSoto Firedome 
V-8; Hudson Super Jet; 
Mercury Monterey Apr., 14-17 
Buick Special 41D; Hud 
son Hornet; Nash Rambler 
Custom; Otdamobitle 
Ninety-Eight; Plymouth 
Savoy May, 24-28 
Buick Century 61; Buick 
Roadmaster Series 70 
Cadillac 62; Ford 6 Cus 
tomline; Ford 6 Custom 
line Fordomatic; Ford V-8 
Customline; Ford V-8 Cus 
tomline Fordomatic; Ford 
6 Customtline Ranch 
Wagon; Lincoln Capri; 
Oldamobile Super &&; 
Packard Clipper Deluxe 
Studebaker Commander 
Deluxe Starlight Coupe; 
Studebaker Commander 
Deluxe Conestoga (station 
wagon with table rating 
62 cars, 6 station wagons 
discussion of automatk 
tranamisasions, et« June, 5 
Morris Minor Series II July 
Automobiles, 
design Apr., 24; June, 2, 29-40; Sept 
factory delivery, saving by Oct., 
wide range of costs in 
operating Oct 


Packache, low Aug., 18 
Backache and headache from im 
proper bedapring and mattress Aug 
Rattery, storage! July, 27 
additive Jan., 2, 27- 


Camera, stereot 
Cameras, choice of 
miniature! Part I Sept., 
Parte Il) Oct., 17-20 
Carbon tetrachloride a 


hazard July, 44; Sept., 
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Month Page 
Cigarette filters, misleading 
advertising| Apr., 4; July, 4, 44 
Coffee makers, electric! July, 5-12 
Consumers’ Research Bulletin 
items, reprinting Jan., 28 
Corrections and 
emendationst Jan., 16; Mar 
June, 40; July, 44; Aug., 21; Oct 
Counter top materials! May, 14-18 
cutting and shaping! May, 18 
Covers, toilet tank and seat 
lidlt Jan., 34 


Deodorizers and ozonators! Apr., 18-20 
Detergents, synthetic! May, 12-14 
undesirable effects Aug., 44; Sept., 4 
Drills, hand, electric! Feb., 5-9; June, 
Dryer, clothes! July, 24-25 
Dust control, sprays! July, 25-26 
Editorial each issue, page 2 
Fabrics, flammable, and 
draperies Oct.. 4 
pile, dry cleaning Aug... 44; Seprt., 4 
standards Aug., 2, 25-26 
Film, color, and black and 
Sept., 27-28 
Sept., 27 
Fire extinguishers, vaporizing 
liquid types a hazard May, 13 
Fire prevention, home July, 4 
Foods, sophistication 
of modern Jan., 29-30; Mar., 9 
July, 2, 20-21 
Freezers, food! Aug., 5-14 
selling practices Oct... 4 


Cardening, home, health 
hazard Oct., 34 
Heating controls, automatic! Feb., 24-30 
High fidelity lacking in TV and 
radio 


Ice chip tray, plastic! 
Ice cream, imitation 


Labeling, need for reading 
directions Oct., 34 
Lamp cord accessories! Mar., 10-13 
Lawn mower, hand! June, % 
hints on storing Sept., 4-4 
Lighting, residence, basic 
principles Aug., 14-17; Sept., 19-25 
Lipsticks? Oct., 11-14 


Mattresses | Oct., 5-10 

Microscopes, German, identi- 
fication 

Milk, evaporated?! 

Vixers, electric, portable! 

Motion pictures! each issue 

Nail lacquers? Sept., 11-13 


Obesity, psychological origin Oct., 3 
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Month Page 
Oil additives, motor! Apr 2, 25-26 
Oils, lubricating, modern 24-26 


Paintbrush. “3 in 1''t Mar., 21 
Painting, house, priming Feb., 23 
Paints, latex, interior Aug.. 27 
lead, on children's furniture 
and toys, hazardous 
Pans, cooking, types 
Piping, water, for the home 
Pistol, toyt 
Polishes, shoet 
silvert Feb... 19-235 
Pot cleaner and scour cloth?! 
Pumps, shallow-well} Jan 


Radioactive materials, use in 
test of cold creams 
Rats, extermination 
Razor bladest 
Record players, new! 
Records, phonograph! 
long-playing, care 
static-free, needed 
Refrigerators, electric! 
Rugs, cotton and synthetic fiber 
soil-retarding treatment! 


Scales, bathroom 

Screen materials, window! 

Shavers, electric! 

Sheets, fitted! 

Soaps, toilett 

Stockings, nylon, durability Oct 
Storm sash and screens?! 

Sunscreen preparations?! 
Superhighways, hazard of speed Oct., 


Television receiverst Jan., 9-12; July 
antennas, miniature?! July, 22 
color, brief report June, 4 

programs, limited 
number Aug., 
converters, 
UNF? Jan., 12; July, 29 
lermite control, problem for 
experts Oct 
lester, electrical, for home use! Jan 

Timing devicest Mar 

Tires, out of balance Mar 
rebuilt Oct., 
variation in properties May 

Tooth paste? Mar., 22 

loys for the sandbox, wooden Oct 


Washing machines, automatic! Mar 
wringer Sept 

Watches, Swiss, tariff in 

creases Oct 
Water, fluori 

dated Aor 
‘Water treatment 

devices Apr.. 4; June, 45 
Waxes, floor! Sept., 14-18 


4; May, 4; Oct., 4 


; 





rith il consume 
wide ranve ol Broken | ance 
4 » Bullet is Waiting, A 


the motion 


newspapers and ma ’ ’ Caine Mutiny, The 
— | Calling Scotland Yard 
a ee a British 
LOLOW Mu ) ; ‘aptain Kidd and the Slave Girl 


! 


1™ riod ils int «al 


nyle perso I armen Jones 
sarnival Story 
‘aroline Cherie (French 
thallenge the Wild 
sity Story 
vuompanions of the Night 
French 
‘rossed Swords 


iaritics review 


Daughters of Destiny (French 
indicate the number ol critics who have bee Dawn at Socorro . 
: ‘ } Demetrius and the Gladiators 
judged to rate the film A (recommended 3 Desires (German 
Desperado, The 
' Detective, The (British ” ” 
entertainment values Devil's Pitchfork (see Ana-Ta-Han 
Dial M for Murder ri” 
adults \ low Vouny people 14 18 and aes eee, Phe 
Diary of a Country Priest 
Des , we , : = ton French 
escrmipuve abbreviations are as lOouow 6 Dirty Hands (French 
na ; 1 Down Three Dark Streets 
Dragnet 
Dreams of Love (French 
Drums Across the River 
Duel in the Jungle 


The figures preceding the tithe of the picture 


intermediate or ( not recommended) on 
\udience suitability is indicated by \" 


for children, at the end of each line 


” 


Earrings of Madame De, The 
French 
Edge of Divorce (British 
) Egyptian, The 
About Mrs. Leslie lr Elephant Walk 
Adventures of Robinson ) Executive Suite 
Crusoe ult 
Africa Adventure tra ? Fighting Pimpernel, The 
Aida (Italian rus-d i British 
Ana-Ta-Han (Japanese war-dr A Fire Over Africa 
Angelika (German lr A Fireman Save My Child 
Angels One Five (British war-dr A) ) Flame and the Flesh 
Apache d Flamenco (Spanish 
Appointment for Murder Forty-Niners, The 
Italian ; Four Guns to the Border 
Arrow in the Dust M Ve Francis Joins the Wacs 
5 French Touch, The (French 
Barefoot Battalion, The 
Greek ar-d Gambler from Natchez, The 
Barefoot Contessa, The d Garden of Eden 
Beau Brummell ist-d 1 Garden of Evil 
Betrayed war-m Girls Marked Danger (Italian 
Black Dakotas, The ha st-me ! Gog 
Black Horse Canyon } Golden Idol, The 
Black Shield of Falworth, Gorilla at Large 
The adv-« } 
Blackout (British ys Hansel and Gretel 
Bounty Hunter, The t Heat Wave (British 
Bowery Boys Meet the Hell and High Water 
Monsters, The : A} » Hell Below Zero 
Bread, Love and Dreams Hell Raiders of the Deep 
Italian Italian 
Brigadoon Hello Elephant (Italian 
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Her Twelve Men 

High and Dry (British) 
High and the Mighty, The 
Hobson's Choice (British) 
Human Desire 

Human Jungle, The 


Immortal City, The 
Indiscretion of An American Wife 
Iron Glove, The hist-me 


Jazz Dance 

Jesse James’ Women 
John Wesley (British 
Johnny Dark 
Johnny Guitar 
Jungle Man-Eaters 


Khamishia (Israeli 

Khyber Patrol 

King Richard and the 
Crusaders 

Knock on Wood 


Laughing Anne 

Law vs. Billy the Kid, The 
Le Plaisic (French 
Little Kidnappers, The 
Littlest Outlaw, The 
Living It Up 

Lone Gun, The 

Lonely Night, The 
Long Wait, The 
Lovers, Happy Lovers (British 
Lovers of Toledo, The (French 
Lucky Me mu 


British 


Mad Magician, The 
Magnificent Obsession 

Make Haste to Live 

Malta Story (British 

Man with a Million (British 
Massacre Canyon 

Melody of Love (Italian 

Men of the Fighting Lady 
Mexican Bus Ride 

Miami Story, The 

Moment of Truth, The (French 
Mr. Hulot's Holiday (French 


Naked Alibi 
Night People 


On the Waterfront 

One Summer of Happiness 
(Swedish) 

Othello 

Out of this World 

Outcast, The 

Outlaw Stallion, The 


Paris Incident (French 

Pit of Loneliness 

Playgirl 

Pleasure Garden, The (British 
Pride of the Blue Grass 
Prince Valiant 

Princess of the Nile 

Prisoner of War 

Private Hell 36 

Pushover, The 


Queen's Royal Tour, A 
(British) 


Racing Blood 
Raid, The 
Rails into Laramie 
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Rear Window 

Red Inn, The (French) 
Return from the Sea 
Return to Treasure Island 
Riding Shotgun 

Ring of Fear 

River Beat (British 

River of No Return 
Rocket Man, The 

Rogue Cop 

Roogie'’s Bump 

Rose Marie miu 


Royal Tour of Queen Elizabett 


& Philip (British 


Sabrina 
Saint's Girl Friday, The 
Saracen Blade, The 
Saskatchewan 
Scarlet Spear, The 
Scotch on the Rocks 
Secret Assignment 
Secret Document 
Secret of the Incas 
Security Risk 
Sensualita (Italian 
Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers 
Shanghai Story, The 
Shield for Murder 
Side Stree” Story (Italian 
Siege at Red River, The 
Silver Lode 
Sins of Rome 
Sitting Bull 
Southwest Passage 
Spell of Ireland, The 
Star is Born, A 
Stormy, the Thoroughbred 
Student Prince, The mu 
Suddenly 
Susan Slept Here 


British 
Italian 
Viennese 


Italian 


langanyika 

Texas Bad Man 

Them 

This is My Love 

This is Your Army 

Three Coins in the Fountain 

Three Hours to Kill 

Three Stops to Murder 
British 

Thunder Pass 

Tobor, the Great 

Ir'wo Guns and a Badge 


Ugetsu (Japanese 
Unconquered 

Unholy Four, The (British 
Untamed Heiress 


Valley of the Kings 
Vanishing Prairie, The 
Victory at Sea 


Weak and the Wicked, The 
British 

Welcome the Queen 

White Christmas mu 

Witness to Murder 

Woman's Angle, The (British 

Woman's World 


Yellow Balloon (British) 
Yellow Tomahawk, The 
Yukon Vengeance 





The Consumers’ Observation Post 


medical profession supports 


highly specialized 
management 


HOUSEHOLD DETERGEN 
property of cleansing, 
fect on the skin is 


Week suggests that 


their skins 
nal, indicate that 
from such sources; 


feels it 
the cost of medical 


Continued from page 4 


Critical scientific appraisal 


devices the number of expensive gadgets 


must own will 
care. 


the subject of much unfavorable 
consumers can meet 
uSing such detergents and by finding those which are not 
Observations by Dr. Louis C 
blonds 
white 
people with oily skins 


“€ 
are more susceptible than | 
males are 


increase without limit 


* * * 


those varied chemical materials that have 
increasing in number and popularity Their 
and Chemi 
the difficulty in part by not over 
irritating to 
Ipo!l ted t y 


unettes 


comment, 


Barail, 1 
t 
more susceptible than whit 
septible than those 


less su 


Irritation frequently occurs when liquid or powdered s 


the hands and arms 
some cases the irri 
detergent and water 
to Dr. 


acid-mantle 


ELECTRIC APPLIANCES 


to avoid electrical 


versity of California, 


venience outlets 


accompanied by an 
may be < 


tati 


Paul Gross of 


shock hazards 
called 
and plugs which 


been 


leakage to the ground 


widely used 
grounded electrical 
Sink Aluminum foi 
notes, is another 
element 


l used 


New York, wh 
type 


insufficient 
ised by too f1 
removes the acid skin 


recommends > us irriel 


* * * 


the home need to be properly grounded 
Professor Ralph Crump, of 
ttention to the fact that 

fely return hazardous elec 
ilable for some time and 


moreq 


The danger spots are the combination of moisture ar un- P| 
equipment in bathrooms, basemen 
for cooking 
source of danger,since it may 


ts, I ne Ln kitchen 
foods in % slectric ran ven, he 
oven 





Let Consumers’ Research help with your shopping problems! 


P-S-S-T/ YOUR 
SHOPPING LIST, REMEMBER ?: 


lO 


@ The consumer's choice today is so complex and the number of 
brands seemingly so extensive in number that to be a wise buyer 
requires the counsel of experts 
haps unaware of the wealth of information on products, rated by 
brand name, that can be found in Consumers’ Research Bulletin 
Give them a subscription for Christmas! 
gift that will be of service to everyone interested in saving 
money and getting good value both in household expenditures 
and for personal needs. There is also the big Annual Bulletin, off 
the press in September 1954, which summarizes a wide range of 
CR’s previous ratings and presents much new information also 


Some of your friends are per 


It is a practical useful 


Why not make out your Christmas list today? Just fill in the 
blank on the next page and return it with remittance. We'll 
do the rest and send an attractive gift card at the proper time. 
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SUMMER CLOTHES PUT AWAY FOR TH:c WINTER 
t called the silverfish This insect 


Lad y 
Oo garrents that have been starch efore 
Department of Agriculture suggest t t 


way clean but not starched 


4 hil 


ls, uch as cotton, rayon r paper 
© 


NEW OR NEWLY TESTED 

Handi-Pin (Plastimold Inc., Milwaukee 13) 6 pins, 49c (sold in F 
Woolworth stores) Combination hanger and single clothespin (spring 
Clothespin with hook attached) made of clear plastic for personal laundry 
items was tested for convenience and utility The clothespins were found 
to be quite sturdy, and two effectively held a nylon shirt, dripping wet, 
until it was dry They were quite satisfactory for stockings and lingerie, 
with a tight grip which did not snag stockings They were considered con- 
venient for travel It was noted, however, that if dropped on a hard floor 
the pin hangers might break If given proper care, they are considered 
useful where a light, compact device of this type is desired, as in 
traveling 


Rawl Handyman Kit (Rawlplug Co., Inc., 271 Church St., New York 13) 
One kit consisting of a clear plastic cylindrical container with 20 plugs, 
10 screws, 2 screw hooks, 2 screw eyes, 2 brass nails, and one star drill, 
$1 The plugs are a soft metal-center covered by a tough fiber making a 
cylinder about 5/32 inch by 1 inch which is to be inserted into a hole 
drilled in masonry or plaster by the star drill. The nail, screw, or hook 
can then be driven into the soft metal center of the plug, expanding the 
fiber, which then grips the masonry very tightly. The device was found to 
be quite convenient and effective in actual use. Clear instructions were 
included in the kit Plugs are available separately in various sizes for 
different sizes of screws and holes 


gift order form 


Just fill out and return this blank with the indicated remittance to Consumers’ Research, Wi ashington, N. J. 


We will send an attractive announcement of your gift 


GIFT FOR SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


$5.00 (Canada & foreign, $5.50) for one year's 
subscription to Consumers’ Research Bulletin 
monthly (12 issues) AND the new 1954-55 
Annual Bulletin 


Name 


$3.00 (Canada & foreign, $3.50) for one year's 
subscription to Consumers’ Research Bulletin 
monthly (12 issues) 


$3.25 (Canada & foreign, $3.50) for a subscrip 
tion to the 1954-55 Annual Bulletin alone 


Henewal 


GIFT CARD FROM 
GIFT FOR 


Nearne 


Enclosed $ 


All gift subscriptions to Consumers’ Research 
Bulletin will begin with the December issue 
unless we receive other instructions CR-11-54 
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